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REPORT of the Committee of Directors appoint- 


ed to review the proceedings relative t9 the pro- 


poſed alterations of the CORN-LAWS, and to 


ſtate the ſub/tance thereof, with ſuch obſervati- 
ons as occur, and their opinion as to the meaſures 
now to be adopted, for the conſideration of the 
General Meeting of the Chamber of Commerce 
and Manufatlures of Glaſgow. 


L have thought it proper, in order to bring 
the matter fully before the Chamber, to no- 
tice the origin of the late alarm, which leads us to 


trace the progreſs of our Corn-Laws from the Revo- 


lution to the preſent times; and then to Rate the ſub- 
ſtance of the late Procendilghs. and ——_ our opi- 
nion as to future meafures. 


It is to be obſerved: then, that the occaſion for 
the late alarm was given by ſome Landed Gentle- 


men met at Edinburgh in Auguſt laſt, of whoſe 
names and numbers we have not been particularly 


informed; but their minutes announce them to have 


been a numerous and reſpectable meeting of Landed 
Proprietors in Scotland. 


It appears from theſe minutes, a copy of which is 
referred to in the hands of the Secretary, that one 
of the Gentlemen preſent, after mentioning a bill 
brought into Parliament laſt ſeſſion, read and print- 
ed, and laid over till next winter, intended to make 
{ome alterations in the law, relative to the diſtricts 
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for importation and exportation of corn in England, 


had ſtated, that the preſent manner of opening and 


ſhutting the ports of Scotland, each county being 
unconnected with the others, was, as he underſtood, 
generally complained of, as having pernicious conſe- 
quences, occaſioned by artificial and unfair means 
uſed in managing the ports; for which complaints he 
thought there were good grounds, from numerous re- 
cent inſtances of unjuſt importations, and from the 
ſame bad conſequences being produced by one coun- 
ty being open for importation, as if the whole were 


thrown open; which, with ſome other evils and in- 


conveniences, ought to be corrected by a new law. 


Alfter reaſoning on the ſubject at conſiderable 


length, a Committee was appointed to confider the 
matter, and to report to a ſubſequent meeting. 


A Report was accordingly made by this Commit- 
tee, prefaced by an unanimous opinion, that the 


nearer the law could be brought to the ſyſtem adopt- 
ed at the Revolution, the more effectually the true 
intereſt of the nation would be promoted ; and con- 


cluding with a propofal, that the prices of grain in 
the county of Mid Lothian, taken at Edinburgh, 
ſhould hereafter be the rule for opening and ſhutting 
all the ports of Scotland ; which, having been taken 
under conſideration, was ordered to be printed, and 
a copy tranſmitted to the Members of Parliament and 
Conveeners of the Counties of Scotland for their opi- 
nion, with a recommendation to name Committees 


to meet and correſpond on this buſineſs. 
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ii; was A diſcovery of this deliberate propoſal, and : 


of the methodical plan laid down for carrying it into 


effect, that rouſed the attention of the commercial 


and manufacturing people of this part of the country, 


who had not yet forgot the alarm occaſioned by a 


ſimilar attack, from the ſame quarter, in the year 
WH 


The firſt thing enquired after was the bill brought 
into Parliament, as before ſtated, for altering the law 
with regard to the diſtricts for importation and ex- 
portation in England; and a copy of it was accord- 
ingly procured; from which it appears to have had two 
objects. 1ſt, To amend an act paſſed ſome years a- 
go, for regulating the importation and exportation 
in the port of London, and counties of Kent and Eſ- 


ſex, by the prices at the Corn-Exchange in the city 


of London ; which was probably the original purpoſe 
of the bill. 2dly, To divide the maritime counties 
of England and Wales into ten diſtricts, and to regu- 
late the importation and exportation of corn, in each 
diſtrict, by an average of the prices in the different 
markets within the ſame, as made up at London by 


the receiver of the corn- returns, from reports of theſe 


prices tranſmitted to him by certain inſpectors of the 
markets, an office to be created for the purpoſe. 


It is this laſt part, the ſecondary object of the bill, 
tackt to the firſt with ſcarcely any previous notice 
in the preamble, to which reference is made by the mi- 
nutes of the Gentlemen already recited. Alt is a ſy- 
ſtem which appears to us to be liable to unſurmoun- 
table objeckions.— But it is unneceſſary to ſay any 
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thing particular upon it, as the plan propoſed for this 
country is of a nature entirely differ ent, and {til} more 


TREE 


It has been already noticed, that this plan is pre- 
faced by an unanimous opinion of the Committee, 
that the nearer the law can be brought to the ſyſtem 
adopted at the Revolution, the more effectually the 
true intereſt of the nation would be promoted.—lt 
is not very obvious what they meant by the ſyſtem 
adopted at the Revolution. The law then 1n force, 
(1672. c. 3. repeated 1686. c. 14. and again 1703. 
c. 9.) was an ablolute prohibition againſt importation 
of victual from Ireland, made general by the laſt of 
theſe acts, with a ſmall duty on exportation. In the 
mean time, by 1695. c. 32. the duties on exporta- 
tion were taken off, and a bounty of eight merks per 
chalder given when 0 

Wheat was under — — L. 12 Scots per boll. 

Bear, barley, and malt — 8 per do. 

Peaſe, oats, and meal — 6 per do. 


The only mitigations were a diſcretionary power 


granted by the laſt- mentioned ſtatute (1695. c. 32.) to 


the Lords of the Privy Council to prohbibit exportation 


in time of dearth, that is, when the prices exceeded 


theſe rates; to which a ſimilar power was added by 


1703. c. g. 10 fuſpend the hprobibition again/t importation 
on the like occaſion of dearth, when the prices ex- 
ceeded the f lame rates. 


But even theſe powers of mitigation, ſlender as 
they were, were annihilated by the abolition of the 


L542 


gebt Privy Council at the Union. And, while the 
bounties on exportation were, by the treaty of Union, 


raiſed to be equal to thoſe of England, it was provid- 
ed, in the ſame treaty, ratified by Parliament 1706. 
c. 7. that the prohibition againſt importation of victual 
from Ireland, or any part beyond lea, into Scotland, 
ſhould remain until more effectual means be provided 
by the Britiſh Parliament jor dijcouraging e 


of victual from beyond ſea, 


In this ſtate the law remained till 1741, when the 


misfortune of a dearth, occaſioned by a bad crop, Age 
gravated into a famine by the reſtraints of the law, 
produced an act of Parliament (14 Geo. I. c. 7.) 
ſtating, in the preamble, that the Privy Council of 


Scotland having been aboliſhed at the Union, © the 


< power of ſuſpending the laws, prohibiting the im- 


* portation of victual into Scotland, cannot, in time 


of dearth and ſcarcity, or any other exigency, be 
ce exerciſed and put in execution, which may be of 
% dangerous and pernicious conlequence to his Ma- 


e jeſty's ſubjects in that part of Great Britain” —And 


therefore veſting the Judges of the Courts of Seſſion, 
Juſticiary, and Exchequer, or any nine of them in 
time of ſeſſion, or five of them in time of vacance, 
with the power of ſuſpending the prohibitory laws, 
formerly exerciſed by the Privy Council; with an 
additional enactment, authoriſing and requiring them, 
on the application of any perſon defirous to import 
victual, after tranſmitting copies thereof to all the 


counties of Scotland, to take a proof, on the oath of 


landed men, of the prices of middling Britiſh corn, 
grain, and oatmeal, in the city and county of Edin- 
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| burgh, and if te! prices appeared, on ſuch proof, to 


exceed the following rates, 
Wheat, — L.o 5 oper Wincheſter buſhel. 
Bear and barley, o 2 3 per ditto, 
Oats, — oO 1 8 per ditto. 
Oatmeal, — o 13 4 per boll. 
then the ports were to be declared open for importa- 
tion; but to be ſhut again, as ſoon as the prices ſhould 


be found, on a ſimilar enquiry, appointed to be made 
every thirty days, not to exceed theſe rates. 


The diſcretionary power, veſted in the Privy Coun- 
cil, of ſuſpending the prohibition againſt importation, 


arbitrary as it may ſeem, was better than none. The 
laſt law, though the import or dearth prices were all 


raiſed, was an improvement on the former, in ſo far 


as the Judges were required to take the proof, on 


which the ports were to be opened. But even the 
laſt was found inconvenient, and inadequate for re- 
lieving the neceſſities of the nation; temporary laws, 
permitting importation, being frequently found ne- 


ceflary. 


It was the repeated neceſlity of theſe temporary 
acts that ſuggeſted the preſent law, (13 Geo. III. 
c. 43.) which commenced with the year 1774. Hi- 
therto the regulations for England and Scotland, un- 
fortunately for the laſt of theſe kingdoms, had been 
kept diſtinct from each other in ſeparate ſtatutes.— 
But the importance of our Union with England, and 
the conſequent privileges of the people of Scotland, 
as members of the Britiſh empire, having come to be 
better underſtood ; and ſome alterations having, at 


, 17 ] Sk 
the ſame time, been found neceſſary in the Corn- Laws 
of England, the Legiſlature thought it proper, and it 
was certainly juſt, to make the ſtandard for regulat- 


ing the importation and exportation of corn the ſame 


in every part of the united kingdom, compriſed in 
one act of the Britiſh Parliament, and as much aſſimi- 
lated, in the mode of execution, as the different con- 


ſtitution of our inferior judicial eſtabliſhments was 
ſuppoſed to admit. 


The declared object of this act, as expreſſed in the 
preamble, was © to regulate the importation and ex- 
e portation of corn by a permanent law, under ſuch 
& general rules and proviſions, as might render, for 
<« the time to come, temporary laws unneceflary, af- 
ford encouragement to the farmer, be the means 
of increaſing the growth of that neceſſary commo- 
e dity, and of affording a cheaper and more conſtant 
* ſupply to the poor, and preventing abuſe in the 
c article of trade.” —In order to carry theſe impor- 
tant purpoſes into effect, it was enacted, that the 


prices of grain in the ſeveral ports and maritime 


counties of Britain ſhould be the rule for regulating 
the prohibitions, duties, and bounties in each ſepa- 
rately; and, in particular, that corn and grain may 
be imported, at low duties, into any port and county 
in Great Britain, whenever the market-prices, in ſuch 
particular port or county, are found to be as follow, 
Vis: 
Middling Britiſh wheat 
Rye, peaſe, and beans 
Barley, bear, and bigg 
Oats — — 


48 8. per quarter. 
32 8. per ditto. 
248. per ditto. 
16 8. per ditto, 
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The mode of regulating the importation and ex- 
portation of corn, by a proof taken in each county 
ſeparately, has been known in England for more than 
a century. lt was, by an act made in 1685 (1 Jac. II. 
c. 19.) committed to the Quarter-Seſſions, and, in 
1732, (by 5 Geo. II. c. 12.) to the Grand Jury, to 
be by them returned to the Quarter-Seſſions. In this 
ſtate it remains to this day, with the exception only 
of the city of London, and the counties of Kent and 
Eſſex, in which the prices at the Corn-Exchange were 
lately, by a law already nientioned, made the rule. 


No ſuch regulation was known in Scotland. It was 
ſuppoſed that it could not eaſily and with certainty be 
carried into execution in this country. But, in the 
preſent act, the principle which regulated the other 
parts of the law was permitted to operate in this alſo; 
and a ſet of clauſes were introduced, placing the two 


countries as nearly on a footing, in this reſpect, as 


the conſtitution of our courts ſeemed to admit. Theſe 
clauſes are founded on a particular preamble, ſtat- 


ing the acts relative to corn, and particularly that of 


the 14 Geo. II. c. 7. and that © the mode of aſcer- 


e taining the prices by the ſaid act, for permitting 


<« the importation of victual from Ireland, and other 
ce parts beyond ſeas, had been found to be attended with 
e great inconvenience, and was inconſiſtent with the ſpi- 
<« rit of this af.” —And the rule for opening and 
ſhutting the ports was accordingly made to depend 
on the prices in each county ſeparately, as aſcertain- 
ed by a proof taken by the Sheriff, as we have no 
Grand —— 


1 

The import and export prices Wh by this law, 
conſiderably raiſed in this country; but, as they 
were made the ſame over all Dricain, 1 we had no right 
to complain, except with regard to oatmeal, an ar- 
ticle regulated in Scotland only, the import price of 
which was raifed from 138. 4d. which correſponds 
nearly to the import price of oats at 16s. per quar- 
ter, to no leſs than 168. per boll.— Here we muſt 
obſerve, that while the import price of this article, 
the bread of the labourers of Scatland, was thus rai- 
ſed 20 per cent. above its former rate, and above its 
juſt proportion to the import price of oats, that of 
wheat, and wheat flour, the bread of England, was 
very much reduced. It is remarkable too, that every 
other kind of victual may be imported for ſale, when 
the prices are at or above the rates atzxed to them; 
and when imported, while the ports are ſhut, may 
be warehouſed till they open; whereas oatmeal can- 


not be imported into Scotland till the price at home 


exceed the above enhanced rate of 16s. per boll, and 
is not permitted to be warehouſed in any caſe. 


The preſent law, however, excepting this inequa- 
lity, for which we do not think it neceſſary to ac- 
count, has always been conſidered, and obviouſly is, 
a great alleviation and improvement of the former 
laws.—It places us nearly on a footing with our fel- 
low. ſubjects of England, particularly in ſo far as it 


has made the prices in each county the mark of its 


wants, and the rule for importation to ſupply its ne- 

ceſſities: A regulation, of which the beneficial ef- 

fects have been experienced in England for a com- 

plete century ; and which, during the ſhort time of 
B 
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its operation in this country, has afforded, as pro- 
miſed in the preamble, if not a cheaper, at leaſt a 
more conſtant and ſteady ſupply to the poor; and has 


greatly promoted the increaſe and improvement of 


our manufactures, and the commerce connected with 
them; which have flouriſhed more of late than at any 
former period. e 

- — . — 

We thought it proper thus to trace the progreſs 
of our Corn-Laws from the Revolution to the pre- 
ſent times, and more particularly to ſtate the pre- 
ſent law, that the Chamber may be the better ena- 
bled to form a juſt eſtimate of the nature and proba- 
ble conſequences of the propoſed alterations. 


The plan of the landed proprietors conſiſts, as has 
been noticed, of two branches. Iſt, A general pro- 


poſition, ſupported by the unanimous opinion of their 


Committee, that the nearer the law can be brought 


to the ſyſtem adopted at the Revolution, the more 


effectually the true intereſt of the nation would be 
promoted. And, 2dly, A ſpecific propoſal, that the 
prices of grain in the county of Mid Lothian ſhould 
hereafter be the rule for opening and ſhutting the 


ports of Scotland. 


If, by the ſyſtem adopted at the Revolution, theſe 
Gentlemen meant that ſyſtem of Corn-Laws which 
was begun before the Revolution, and was brought 
to perfection at the Union, we have to obſerve, that 
it was not a ſyſtem of importation, but an ab/olute 
prohibition againſt it, aggravated by bounties on expor- 
tation, the operation of which terminated in a Fa- 


E 


mine. If they meant the ſyſtem eſtabliſhed by the act 


of the 14 Geo. II. c. 7. we have ſeen a ſolemn declara- 
tion of the legiſlature, that it had been found to be attend» 
ed with great inconveniencies, and was inconſiſtent with 
the ſpirit of the preſent law, which, having been found- 
ed on the juſt, ſound, and equal principle of ſubjecting 
all Britain to the ſame regulations, cannot, conſiſtent- 
ly with juſtice, be partially diſturbed and broke thro? 
with reſpect to this part of the united kingdom.—It 


18, indeed, of little 1 importance, which of theſe ſyſtems 


they mean; for it is our ſerious opinion, that the a- 


doption of inder would, inſtead of promoting, be 
ſacrificing the true intereſt of the nation; and, that 


every approach, in any degree, towards fach a ſyſtem 


is proportionally dangerous. | 


It is ſcarcely neceſſary to notice the reaſoning by 


which they have attempted to ſupport this favourite 


propoſition.—“ The ſalutary effects,“ ſay they, of 
<* that ſyſtem had been felt by every claſs of people 
above fourſcore years; during which period the 


« increaſed quantity of grain produced, lowered the 
price of bread to the manufacturer, notwithſtand- 


< ing the decreaſe of the value of money, which had 


% operated to raiſe the price of almoſt every other 


* commodity; while, at the ſame time, the exporta- 
« tion of the ſurplus quantity returned a balance in 
« favour of Great Britain of near half a million ſter- 
ling yearly ; and, on the other hand, the average 


« importation againſt Great Britain, under the ope- 


ce ration of the preſent law, has exceeded the exporta- 
&« tion by 300,000 quarters yearly. — On theſe aver. 


ments we have to obſerve, that we have not been able 
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to diſcover any ſyſtem which operated more, or near 
ſo much as fourſcore years from the Revolution, the 
Corn-Laws having been, in the courſe of that period, 
ſeveral times altered by what may be called per- 
manent acts, beſides being torn to ſhreds, eſpecially 
in the laſt years of it, by temporary ſtatutes.— We ſu!- 
pect the ſuppoſed fall in the price of bread to the me- 
nufacturer to be 2 miſtake, at leaſt in ſo far as regards 
this country; {or we obſerve that the deurth price of 
oatmeal was eſtimated by Parliament in 1695 at 61. 
Scots, or 108. per boll, and in 1741 at 138. 4d. and 
1773 at 168. Which gradual inereaſe cannot be ac- 
counted for, but by a correſponding rife in the real 
price of grain.— We do not pretend to he able to 
judge in fo nice a matter as the variations in _ va- 
lue of money; but, conſidering the grad aal riſe in the 
import, or dearth, prices of m cal, quit now W 
we apprenend, the Gentlemen will find the high price 
of commodities beſt agcounted for by the enhanced 
price of proviſions, which mult affecł all other commo- 
dities, artificially raiſed by the force of impolitic Corn- 
Laws. — The laft averment, That Britain formerly 
« exported a ſurplus of corn to a great amount, while 
ce under the operation of the pretent law, the average 
c importation againit Britain has exceeded the ex- 
ee nortation 300,000 quarters yeatly,“ proves, if true, 

that the circumitances of the nation are fo much al- 
tered, moſt probably by an increaſed population, as 
to require a conſtant ſupply of bread by importation; 
ad that, of conſequence, it is abſolutely neceſſary 
to permit and encourage ſuch importation, otherwiſe 
3 proportionable number of the inhabitants muſt ei- 


tlier emigrate or ſtarve. 
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We have now to beg the attention of the Chamber 
to the other branch of the Gentlemen's plan—the Jpe- 
alterations propoſed. We have ſeen from their mi- 
88 that the great force of their objection to the pre- 
ſent law is levelled againſt that part of it which made 
the prices in each county the rule for i importation with- 
in the fame. And their propoſal accordingly is, that 


the price of grain in Mid Lothian ſhould hereafter be 


the rule for opening and ſhutting all the ports of Scotland. 


It deferves particular conſideration, what they pro- 
poſe to take from us, and what to ſubſtitute in its 

place, —They propoſe to take from us the privilege of 
making the prices of our own markets the evidence 
of our neceſſities; that privilege which puts us on an 


equality with our 5 of England; and 


without which, the preſent law, inſtead of alleviating, 
would, by raiſing the import prices, have added to 
our grievances. In place of this beneficial and im- 
portant regulation, they have propoſed to reſtore, in 
effect, the act of Parliament 1741, (13 Geo. II. c. 7.) 
of which the inconveniencies were found intolerable, 
(though all the import prices were then lower, and 
that of meal, in particular, at 138. 4d. per boll) as 
was demonſtrated by the eceffity of fo many tempo- 
rary laws to relieve the diſtreſſes of the people; and 
ſolemnly declared by the legiſlature to be incon/i/tent 
with the ſpirit of the preſent law, which the wiſdom 
of Parliament, on the principles of equality and ju- 
ſtice, extended to every part of the united kingdom. 


Such a propoſal, from a numerous and reſpectable 
meeting of landed proprietors, juſtly alarmed the Di. 
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rectors of this Chamber, and all the commercial and 
manufacturing people in this part of the country; and 
the reſolutions publiſhed, on the occaſion, by this 
Chamber, have been tollowed by thoſe of the Magi- 
ſtrates and Council, the Merchants-houſe, the Tradeſ- 
houſe, the Maſter-Manufacturers, the Incorporations, 
and many other Societies of Glaſgow; the Magi- 


ſtrates and Council, the Maſter-Manufacturers, the 


Corporations and Societies of Paiſley; the Magiſtrates 
and Council and Societies of Greenock, of Port-Glaſ- 
gow, of Saltcoats, of Hamilton, of Kilmarnock, the 
Manufacturers of Anderiton, and many others. 


In theſe publications, the ſentiments and apprehen- 
ſions of the ſeveral Corporations and Societies are 
expreſſed in that variety of language which is to be 
expected on ſuch an occaſion; but they unanimouſly 
maintain propoſitions of the following import: 


& That a free importation and exportation of grain 
and meal are the ſureſt means of encouraging manu— 
factures, and promoting the proſperity and power of 
the nation. 5 


e That theſe important ends have been retar- 
ded by the oporation of Corn-Laws, reſtraining im- 
portation, and, by bounties, encouraging exportation 


of grain, from a country which cannot ſupply its own 


inhabitants. 


& That the propoſed alterations are calculated to 


aggravate theſe grievances, and to raiſe the price of 
meal all over Scotland; and, in particular, tp raiſe it 


E 


from ten to fifteen per cent. at Glaſgow, and ſtill high- 
er at Paiſley, Greenock, Dumbarton, and Argyle- 


ſhire; the neceſſary conſequences of which mult be 
to diſtreſs our poor, diſcourage our manufactures, and 
depopulate our country.” 


And on theſe propoſitions | is founded an | equally 
unanimous reſolution: 


wh That, till that happy period ſhall arrive, when the 
landed as well as the commercial men of the nation 
ſhall ſee their true intereſt, in permitting the free impor- 


tation and exportation of corn at all times, they will uſe 
all legal means to ſupport and maintain, to the utmoſt 
of their power, the preſent law in /o far as reſpects 
the opening and ſhutting of the ports by the prices in each 
county.“ 


Several counties have alſo publiſhed their ſenti- 
ments on this important ſubject. 


Moſt of theſe counties acknowledge (and none can 
deny) the importance of our manufactures, as deſer- 
ving every poſſible encouragement ; and ſeveral of 
them, though filent on the point of a free importa- 
tion and exportation, expreſs a liberality of ſentiment, 
which, unknown in former times, does honour to the 
preſent age. 


The reſolutions of his Grace the Duke of Hamil- 
ton, and the Gentlemen, Juſtices of the Peace, Free- 
holders, and Commiſſioners of Supply of Lanarkſhire, 
merit particular notice. 
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« That the proſperity of every country depends on 
the number and induſtry of its inhabitants. 


“ That a growing population, and uſeful employ- 
ment, muſt more certainly increaſe the value of land, 
than any artificial expedient for raiſing the rigs of 
a part of its produce. 


That proviſions, at a moderate price, are eſſen- 


tially neceſſary to any country, arrived at the period 
of exporting its manufactures. 


40 That an importation of grain, under the preſent 


laws, amended and properly executed, will encourage 


population and manufactures, and will tend more to 
increaſe, than to diminiſh the value of land. 


“That, in the preſent circumſtances, the ports 
being opened or ſhut according to the prices of grain 
taken from an average table of all Scotland, proceed- 
ing upon a proof taken at Edinburgh, would by no 


means anſwer the weſt part of this country.“ 


Theſe are propoſitions, which cannot, on good 
grounds, be diſputed. The laſt, which refers parti- 
cularly to the alteration propoſed, is ſupported by 


the concurring reſolutions of his Grace the Duke 


of Argyle, and the Gentlemen of that county ; the 
Gentlemen of the county of Renfrew; the Commul- 
ſioners of Supply and heritors of the county of Dum- 
barton; his Lordſhip the Earl of Fyffe, and the other 
Landholders, Juſtices of the Peace, and Commiſſioners 
of Supply of the county of Elgin; and the Freehold- 
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ers, Commiſſioners of Supply, Juſtices of the Peace, 


and other Gentlemen, heritors of the county of In- 


verneſs.— Several of theſe reſpectable meetings have 
expreſſed, in the moſt pointed terms, their diſapproba- 


tion of the propoſed alteration, as contrary to the 


moſt eſſential intereſts of this part of the united king- 
dom in general, and of the weſtern counties in par- 
ticular; and as calculated to produce a continual 
dearth, and ſometimes a famine, in the more diſtant 
and leſs fertile diſtricts of the country. 


In addition to all theſe, the Duke and county 
of Argyle, the county and burgh of Inverneſs, and 
the town of Greenock, have urged another objection 
to the propoſed alteration, occurring from their par- 
ticular ſituation, namely, the diſcouraging effects it 
would have on the fiſheries, that great national ob- 
ject. It is in vain,” ſay the county of Argyle, © for 
. the legiſlature to frame laws, or for individuals to 
form ſchemes, for the encouragement of fiſheries 
and manufactures in the Highlands, if, by any al- 
* teration of the preſent Corn-Laws, the power of 
* ſupplying the inhabitants with grain, at reaſon- 
able prices, is to be ſuſpended, till the markets of 
© the grain counties of Scotland are firſt glutted.“ 

Nor is this the full extent of the evil; for, though 
the neceſſity of depending for the neceſſary ſupplies, 
even in times of plenty, on the markets of the grain 
counties being glutted, would be a moſt grievous 
Hardſhip; yet it is a much more alarming, but equally 
neceſſary conſequence, of the propoſed alteration, 
that, even in times of ſcarcity, no ſupply could be 
procured from Ireland, or other parts beyond ſea, 


A 


ps 4 3-3 
until theſe plentiful grain counties themſelyes o were 
in want. 


I be county of Argyle obſerve another circum- 

ſtance, which merits notice: © The Highlands,” ſay 
they, © ſome years ago had the advantage of ſup- 
e plying the Low Countries with cattle; but, for 
the good of the public, that advantage was taken 
„e away, and Iriſh cattle allowed to be imported at 
* all times; yet the Highlands do not aſk to have 
“ Iriſh grain imported at all times, but only when it 
< 1s neceſſary from the high prices at home.” They 
aſk no more than a continuance of the preſent law, 
with reſpect to grain; and, at the ſame time, with a 
liberality which does them honour, allow the plea of 
public advantage, as juſtifying the free importation 
of cattle, even in competition with their own, the 
ſtaple of the Highland diſtricts. —The light in which 
they viewed this matter is exceedingly ſtriking.— The 
importation of cattle and proviſions from Ireland, to 
ſupply butcher-meat, and add to the abundance of 
the more opulent, is, as it ſhould be, perfectly free; 
while the importation of grain, neceſſary to ſupply 
the wants of the poor, and bread to the labourer, al- 
ready too much diſcouraged, is propoſed to be ſtill 
farther unjuſtly reſtrained. 


In a word, the landholders, the merchants, the 
manufacturers, every claſs and deſcription of men, 
in thoſe counties who muſt generally depend on im- 
portation for the neceſſary ſupplies of bread, and 
have experienced the diſtreſſes occaſioned by former 
ſyſtems, are unanimous in the molt marked diſap- 
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probation of the propoſed alteration, and in their de- 
termined reſolution to maintain, to the utmoſt of 


their power, the preſent law, ſo far as reſpects the 
opening and ſhutting the ports of each county, ac- 


cording to the prices in its own markets,—the beſt e- 


vidence of its neceſſities.— The relief of theſe diſtricts, 
by this very mode of opening and ſhutting the ports, 
was one great object of the preſent law.—And we 
cannot ſuppoſe, for a moment, that parliament, if 
properly informed, will now depart from a regula- 
tion, ſo evidently founded in juſtice, and in ſound 


policy. 


But, ſay the movers in this queſtion, the preſent 
manner of opening and ſhutting the ports of Scot- 


land has pernicious effects; there have been nume- 


rous recent inſtances of unjuſt importations; and the 


ſame bad conſequences are produced by opening the 


ports of one county, as if the whole were thrown 
open for importation.— The ſame language has been 
held by all the abettors of the propoſed alteration; 
and the confidence of the averment ſeems to have 
had its effect; for molt of the counties, and ſeveral 
other meetings, ſuppoſing the exiſtence of abuſes, 


have made a general propoſal of amendment, 


In point of fact, it 1s proper to obſerve, that we 
are ignorant of the numerous inſtances of unjuſt im- 


portation ſuppoſed to have taken place. We have 


heard, indeed, of one inſtance of the ports having 
been opened, by means, as is reported, of manage- 
ment in the proof; and we doubt not but the law 
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may, in ſome other inſtances, have been evaded, and 


may, like all other laws, be liable to abuſe. But 
we do not think the conſequences have hitherto 
been ſuch as to require the interpoſition of Parlia- 
ment; as we cannot doubt but the law of the land 
already affords a ſanction for puniſhing witneſſes 
prevaricating, or deviating in any degree from the 
trut! their evidence; and, we hope, for cenſuring 


Judges tuo, when they depart from the path of duty 


or of juſtice, —Even if it were otherwife, we ſhould 
heſitate to advife an application to Parliament in any 
ſhape which could have the leaſt tendency to ſepa - 
rate us from England. 


But our chief difference with theſe Gentlemen a- 


riſes from the different lights in which they and we 


view the confequences of the preſent law. We know 
of no particular effect occaſioned by the preſent man- 
ner of opening and ſhutting the ports, when compa- 
red with the former law, but that of producing a 
more conſtant and ſteady ſupply to the confumer, 


which we cannot but conſider as the very reverſe of 


pernicious. When the wants of any county, as eviden- 
ced by the prices in its markets, require a ſupply by 
importation, we think it but juſtice that its ports 
ſhould be opened; and we cannot conſider the effects 
which ſuch opening has upon other counties, as bad 
conſequences, We have the ſatisfaction to be aſſu- 
red; rhat to produce theſe beneficial ends, was the 
meaning of the legiſlature, and the intendment of the 
law. | 


At tie late mectings of Landed Gentlemen, it the 
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accounts of their Jebates given in the newſpapers are 
to be credited, and we have not been favoured with 
any other, ſome ſurpriſe has been expreſſed at the 
alarm which has gone forth. But nothing has been 
done to remove the cauſe of that alarm. On the 
contrary, though they have not avowed an expreſs 


approbation of the particular alterations propoſed, 


they have, in effect, adopted the ſpirit of them; all 
agreeing that a very material change is neceſſary; 
and have named a Committee, who are inſtructed, in 
conjunction with a Committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce of Edinburgh, to prepare ſuch a plan as 
they ſhall deem expedient for the good of Scotland 
at large, to be laid before a general meeting, for 
cheir conſideration. | 


The Chiraber of Commerce of Edinburgh have 
_ accordingly, whether in correſpondence with the Com- 
mittee of Landholders, or not, we cannot ſay, but in 
the true ſpirit of their ſyſtem, adopted a plan, (a copy 
whereof has been tranſmitted to our Secretary „and is 
referred to) the leading article of which is,.“ That 
ce Scotland ſhall be again re- united into one general di- 
« ſtrict, and that the ports upon both ſides of the king- 
« dom ſhall be open and ſhut at the ſame time, and 
< upon the ſame proof.“ The proof propoſed is an ave- 
rage, made up at Edinburgh, from verdicts of juries, 
to be reported quarterly, from certain particular coun- 
ties, and as many more as ſhall chuſe to make ſuch 
reports, of the quantities as well as prices of all the 
grain proved to have been ſold, within their reſpective 
counties, in the courſe of the month preceding the 
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time ey the proof; and theſe quantities, as well as pri- 
ces, to be taken into conſideration at ſtriking the ave- 
rage. To which is added, a propoſal to make the 
importation of oats depend on that of meal, and to 
make both importable, when the average price of meal 
is found to amount to 1 58. per boll. 


We are hy to find this plan ſuch as we cannot 
but diſapprove. It is obviouſly liable to all the ob- 
jections already ſtated againſt the propoſal of the 
Landholders, with the addition of its being much 
more complicated, if at all poſſible to be carried into 


execution. In the letter which accompanied it, their 
Secretary ſays, the plan is only the preſent opinion of 


the Chamber of Edinburgh. We are perſuaded, that, 

on re- conſideration, they will ſee cauſe to aDANGON 1 it, 

as altogether inadmiſſible. 
——————ͤ sn ——— 2nem" 

It may now be judged, whether we had not from the 
beginning, and if we have not ſtill, good cauſe to be a- 
armed? Wehave ſeen a deliberate propoſal, circulated 
in name of a numerous and reſpectable mecting of landed 
proprietors, and perſevered in, notwithitanding our 
remonſtrances, ts apply for an alteration of the Corn- 
Laws, calculated io deprive us of that equality of privi- 
leges and advantages, to which, as members of the 
ſame united kingdom, bearing equal burden, we are 
of right entitled, in common with our tellow-{ubjects_ 


of England, and to give a death-blow to our rifing 


manufactures, and the commerce connected with 
them.—In ſuch circumſtances, it would be highly 


criminal to be ſilent. 
3 . | | 


3 [ 23 1 

We muſt not be underſtood, however, as ſuppoſing 
the preſent law to be the beſt that can be. Beſides 
the reduction of the import price of oatmeal to its 
former rate of 13s. 4 d. per boll, or making it im- 
portable at all times, when oats are importable at 168. 
per quarter, with permiſſion to warehouſe it, like other 
victual; which we are entitled to demand as our right, 
and as a correction of an unaccountable inequality, 
unjuſtly impoſed on this part of the united kingdom: 


We ſay, beſides theſe, ſeveral other improvements 


have been ſuggeſted; ſuch as to extend the time of 
opening and ſhutting the ports from three months, 
as at preſent, to four or ſix months to allow the 
importation of grain through the Canal irom the 
Baltic, or other continental ports, to Glaigow, or 
the other weſtern counties, when our ports are 
open; and, vice verſa, from Ireland, when the 
ports of the eaſtern counties are open; — to permit 
veſſels with grain, intended for ports, which, on ar- 


rival, are found to be ſhut, to proceed directly to ſuch 
as are open, without the neceſſity of re- exportation; 


and warehouſed corn and meal to be diſpoſed of in 
the ſame manner; — and to commit the aſcertainment 
of the prices to a Jury, to be eſtabliſhed on the plan 
of the Grand Jury in England.— Theſe would be all 
valuable improvements; and the laſt might be the 
means of introducing into this country that moſt im- 
portant inſtitution the Grand Jury, the paladium of 
the liberties of England. 


But theſe all ſuppoſe the continuance of the preſent 
ſyſtem of Corn-Laws. Another and more effectual 
improvement has been ſuggeſted by many of the late 
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publications, namely, to repeal all the preſent Corn 
Laws, and add to the benefits derived from the free 
importation of cattle and proviſions from Ireland, the 
ſtill more advantageous eſtabliſhment of a free im- 

portation and exportation of corn, and perfect free- 
dom of trade in that important neceſſary of life. 
This would effectually remove all occaſion and poſſi- 
bility of ſuch evaſions and abuſes as have been ſo much 
complained of; and would, at the ſame time, beſt 
promote the true intereſt of the nation. 


Such an arrangement merits attention alſo in ano- 
ther point of view. We enjoy ſo many advantages 
4 from our inſular ſituation, in the boſom of the conti- 
0 nent, with ports open to the ſea in all directions, and 
nk never obſtructed with ice, that, with perfect freedom in 
the corn-trade, Britain would, in all human probabili- 
ty, very ſoon become, as Holland is at preſent, the gra- 
nary of Europe; to which all who had grain to diſ. 
poſe of would naturally fend it, as the general mar- 
ket, in preference to a country whoſe ports are froze 
up for ſome months every year, and to which thoſe 
who wanted bread would of courſe repair, with 
a moral certainty of finding it. The advantages 
which would refult from ſuch an eſtabliſhment, be- 
| fides the profits of the merchant, are many and ob- 
. vious. And the uſe which might be made of the 
"Rh trade in ſo bulky a commodity, under proper regu- 
lations, as a nurſery of ſeamen, and for increaſing the 
| navigation and naval force of the State, is a national 
ih object of the very firſt importance. 
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* But we mean not to propoſe that theſe alterations 
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ſhould be inſiſted on at preſent, unleſs we be forced 


into Parliament in our own defence.— The attacks 


we have experienced, ſince the commencement of the 
preſent law, firſt in 1777, little more than three years 


after paſſing the act, and now again renewed after ſo 


ſhort a lapſe of time, both calculated to deprive us of 
the only benefit we derive from that law, and ſepa- 
rate us from our fellow. ſubjects of England, muſt 
convince every one, that there is the utmoſt danger 
in the ſeparation, and that our ſafety depends entire- 
ly on that equality with them in privileges, as well as 
burdens, which we are entitled to demand as our 


right. It is to them, therefore, that we muſt look 


for the firſt movements, with any proſpect of ſucceſs, 
in matters of ſuch importance as the alterations we 
have mentioned. In the mean time, we have only 
to maintain the preſent law, which puts us nearly on 


a footing with them; and to claim the benefit of any 


improvements they may introduce for the general 


advantage of all Britain.— And we truſt in the wiſ- 
dom and juſtice of Parliament, that, as we deſire only 
equality, we will always be treated on the ſame foot- 


ing with his Majeſty's other ſubjects. 


If, however, we be forced into Parliament. we can- 


not doubt, for a moment, but we ſhall obtain a confir- 


mation of the preſent law, amended by the equalizing 


reduction of the import- price of oatmeal, and the 
other improvements already ſtated; and we muſt 
not let ſlip ſo favourable an opportunity of ſuggeſt- 
ing to our brethren of England, and to Parliament, 
the importance of a free trade in importation and ex- 


portation of corn, not only to manufactures and com- 
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merce, but to the Navigation and naval ſtrength of 
the empire; nor, in this liberal age, do we deſpair 
of ſucceſs. 


We have only farther to ſuggeſt, that it will be 
proper that a General Meeting of the Committees, 
from the different Bodies, who have declared on the 


liberal ſide of this intereſting queſtion, be immediate- 


ly called, to concert the common meaſures expedi- 
ent to be adopted in this cauſe of our country and 
of juſtice. 
ARCHIBALD Granant, Convener, 
ARCHIBALD HENDERSON. 
PETER MuRDoch, 
GILBERT HAMILTON. 
JoRHN LAURIE. 
JoRHN ROBERTSON. 
Duc ALD BANNATYNE. 


"I 7. 
RESOLUTIONS. 


614800 w, 2d January, 1787. 


At a General Meeting of the CHAM BER of 
COMMERCE and MANUFACTURES, 
eſtabliſhed by Royal Charter, in the City of 
Glaſgow, 


ARCHIBALD HENDERSON, Eſq; in the Chair. 


HE Meeting having heard the propoſal of ſome 
Landed Proprietors, met at Edinburgh in Au- 


guit laſt, adopted, in effect, by ſubſequent meetings 


of Land-holders, to make ſome very material altera- 


tion in the Corn-Laws of this country, with the Re- 


ſolutions publiſhed by the Directors of this Chamber 


thereon, and the foregoing Report of their Committee 


on the whole proceedings relative to this important 
buſineſs ; and having conſidered the ſame, with the 


publications of the other Corporations, and reſpec- 


able meetings on the ſame ſubject, they unanimouſly 
approved of the ſaid reſolutions, and of the report of 
the Committee: On particular conſideration of which, 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


I. That the rule eſtabliſhed by the preſent law for 
regulating the importation and exportation of grain 
and meal, by the prices in each county ſeparately, 
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has proved a great alleviation of the diſtreſſing re- 
ſtraints unjuſtly impoſed on chis part of the united 
kingdom by former Corn-Laws. 


II. That his Majeſty's ſubjects in this part of the 
united kingdom are of right intitled to the ſame pri- 
vileges with their fellow ſubjects of England; and 
any attempt to deprive them of theſe, by a law par- 
ticular to Scotland, is inconſiſtent with our ſafety, 
and with the meaning and ſpirit of the. Union, incor- 
porating both nations into one; and is an unjuſt vio- 
lation of our rights as men, and as Briliſhb ſubjects. 


III. That, if any ſuch application be made to Parlia- 
ment, this Chamber ſolemnly pledge themſelves, (if a 


free importation and exportation of corn, at all times, 


cannot yet be obtained, ) to uſe every lawful means in 


their power, in concurrence with the other friends 


of their country, and of juſtice, to oppoſe the altera- 
tion propofed, and all others of the fame oppreſſive 
tendency ;—and to ſupport and maintain the equal 
and beneficial mode at preſent in force, for regulat- 
ing the importation and exportation of corn and meal, 
by the prices in each county ſeparately, and our un- 
doubted right to participate in every other privilege 
and advantage enjoyed by our fellow. ſubjects of Eng- 
land, and to be ſubject to no partial or particular 
regulation, but only to the general Corn-Laws of the 
united kingdom of Great Britain ;—and to concur 
with our brethren of England in any improvements 
which may be thought expedient for the general in- 
tereſt of Britain, as well as to propoſe and do our ut- 
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moſt to eſtabliſh the following amendments, which 
have been ſuggelted as beneficial to this country, viz, 


1. That the import-price of oatmeal be either re- 
duced to its former rate of 138. 4d. per boll, to bring 
it nearly to a par with the import. price of oats at 168. 
per quarter; or elſe, that meal be made importable, 
whenever oats are at, or above, the rate of 16s. per 
quarter, as in England; and that oatmeal, arriving 
at a ſhut port, may be warehouſed like other grain; 


all which we are entitled to demand as our right, 


and as a correction of an unaccountable inequality 
impoſed on Scotland by the laſt Corn-Law. 


2. That grain and meal be allowed to be imported 
from the ports in the Baltic, or elſewhere on the con- 
tinent, directly through the Canal to Glaſgow, or 
other weſtern diſtricts, when our ports are open; and, 
wice verſa, from Ireland, when the ports of the caſt. 
ern counties are OPEN, 


3. That veſſels with grain and meal intended for 
a port, which, on arrival, is found ſhut, be permit- 
ted to go directly to an open port, without the ne- 
ceſſity of re- exportation; and that warehouſed grain 
and meal may be diſpoſed of 1 in the ſame manner. 

* 4, 

4. That the times for taking the proof of the mar- 
ket- prices, for each port or county, for regulating the 
importation and exportation of grain and meal, be 
altered from every three months, to every four or 
ſix months, as propoſed in ſome late publications; 


and that this proof be taken before, and theſe regu- 


12 L 8 4 
lating prices be aſcertained by, a Jury, to be eſta- 
bliſhed in every county, on a plan ſimilar to that in- 
eſtimable inſtitution, the Grand Jury of England. 


ARCHIBALD HENDERSON, Chairman. 
GILBERT HAMILTON, Secretary. 
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Copy the Minutes of Landed Proprietors, re- 
ferred to in the foregoing Report. 


ne Alteration in the Co RN aws for 
OCOTLAND. 


F EDINBURGH, 4th Auguſt, 1786. 


At a numerous and refpeCtable Meeting of 
LanDdeD PROPRIETORS in Scotland, 


Lord ANKERVILLE in the Chair, 
Mr. MAacpovaLrL of Logan, the repreſentative in 
Parliament for the county of Wigton, informed the 


Meeting, That the Gentlemen of England, finding 


the bad effects of the numerous diſtricts for allowing 
the importation and exportation of corn, did bring 
in a bill into Parliament, during the laſt ſeſſion, for 
making ſome alterations in the preſent ſyſtem, which 
was read and printed, and laid over till next winter: 
That he underſtood the pernicious effects of the pre- 
ſent manner of opening and ſhutting the ports in 
Scotland were generally complained of; and that, in 
his own opinion, the preſent ſyſtem of Corn-Laws 
afforded good grounds for theſe complaints, from the 


numerous recent inſtances of unjuſt importations in 


different parts of the country, which muſt unavoid- 
ably remain, while every county is ſeparate and un- 
connected from the other; for if one county is open 
for importation, it produces the ſame bad conſequen- 
ces as if the whole were thrown open, as the corn- 


dealer dare not venture to purchaſe grain at any di- 


ſtance from where the demand is, from the uncertain- 


E 


ty of the port being opened bufore his cargo arrives, 
even although the current prices of the markets 


would not authoriſe it. And he ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of the Gentlemen, the neceſſity there 
was of making an enquiry into the defects of the pre- 
ſent law, and of falling upon ſome mode of remedy- 
ing the artificial and unfair means uſed in the ma- 
nagement of the ports, as well as ſome other evils 


and inconveniences, which he wiſhed to be corrected 


by a new law. 


* 


The meeting after reaſoning upon this ſubject at 


conſiderable length, appointed the following Gentle- 
men, Sir John Wiſheart-Belſches, Sir James Hunter- 


Blair, Mr. Macdouall, Mr. Erſkine of Mar, Mr. Smith 
of Methven, Mr. Fordyce of Ayton, and Mr. Buchan- 


Hepburn of Smeaton, to be a committee to conſider 


this matter; and they reſolved to meet again upon 
Thurſday the 1oth current, to receive the report of 
that Committee. 


E DIN BU RO EH, 10% Auguſt, 1786. 
Mr. SoLICITOR-GENE RAIL in the Chair. 


Mr. Macpov ALL, as Chairman of the Committee, 


reported to the Meeting, That the Committee had 


met twice upon this ſubject; and, at their laſt meet- 
ing, they had called for the aſſiſtance of Mr. Craig of 
Pilmuir, whoſe extenſive trade, and long experience 
as a corn- dealer, enabled him to give the Committee 
much uſeful information; and that Mr. Erſkine of 
Mar had laid before them an accurate and ingenious 
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calculation, ſhowing the average. prices, for twenty- 


one years, of the higheſt priced counties upon the 


welt coaſt, and the average of the Corn- counties upon 


the eaſt coaſt, and the relative proportion which theſe 
averages bore to.the prices at Edinburgh; and that 
the Committee, aſter a deliberate and attentive con- 
ſideration of the different modes, by which there ap- 
peared to them a practicability of the beſt poſſible me- 
thod of founding an equitable and juſt law for every 
deſcription of people, and the leaſt poflible way of 


leaving an inlet to fraud, or diſcouragement to the 


fair trader, they were unanimouſly of opinion, That 
the nearer they could bring the law to the ſyſtem a- 
dopted at the Revolution, the more effectually the 
true intereſt of the whole body of the nation would 


be promoted, becauſe the ſalutary effects of that ſy- 


ſtem had been felt by every claſs of people above four- 
ſcore years, during which period the increaſed quan- 
tity of grain produced lowered the price of bread to 
the manufacturer, notwithſtanding the decreaſe of 
the value of money, which had operated to raiſe the 


price of almoſt every other commodity, while, at the 


ſame time, the exportation of the ſurplus quantity re- 
turned a balance in favour of Great Britain of near 
half a million ſterling yearly; and, on the other hand, 
the average importation againſt Great Britain, under 
the operation of the preſent law, has exceeded the 
exportation by 300,000 quarters yearly. 


That the inveſtigation of the Committee was firſt 
directed to the general plan of every county report- 
ing the prices to the Court of Seſſion, which appear- 
ing to be much too complicated to be carried into 
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execution with tolerable accuracy, they, after trying 


different diſtricts, and turning it into every poſſible 
light, came to be decidedly of one opinion, which 
they now ſubmit to the conſideration of the meeting. 


I. That the proof of the prices of grain, for the o- 
pening or ſhutting of the ports in Scotland, ſhould be 


taken at ſtated periods, at Edinburgh: And as Mr. Er- 


{kkine's calculations prove the Mid-Lothian prices to 


be a juſt average of Scotland, that theſe prices ſhould 
be the rule for opening or ſhutting the ports. 


II. To prevent, as far as poſſible, any perſon attempt- 


ing by ſpeculation to create an artificial price in the 


Mid-Lothian market, that the proof ſhould compre- 


hend the ſelling prices for the five weeks preceding 


the day on which the proof ſhall be led; and that the 
witneſſes ſhould be examined, not only as to the pri- 
ces, but as to the quantity of grain they have reſpec- 
tively bought and ſold, within that period. 


III. That this proof ſhall be taken by a jury of fif- 
teen perſons, compoſed of Landed Proprietors, of a 
certain fixed valuation in the couuty, and reſpec- 
table Citizens of Edinburgh, who are not dealers in 
grain. 


IV. That the Chancellor of the jury ſhall have the 


power of ſummoning witneſſes, who ſhall be obliged 


to appear before the jury, under a penalty. 


V. That this jury ſhall be obliged to examine at 


_ leaſt ten witneſſes, before they return their verdict. 


* 
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VI. That if the periods appointed for taking this 
proof ſhall fall within the time of the Court of Seſ- 
ſion's ſitting, that Court, and the Barons of Exche- 
quer, or any fix of them, ſhall ſummon the jury, and 
receive their verdict. 


VII. That if any of the periods to be fixed upon, 
for taking this proof, ſhall fall during the vacation of 


the Court of Seſſion, the power of ſummoning the jury 


ſhall be veſted in the Lord Ordinary officiating on the 
Bills, for the time, who ſhall receive their verdict. 


VIII. That the Court, or the Lord Ordinary, ſhall 
order an extract of the verdict to be ſent to the gene- 
ral Cuſtomhouſe, at Edinburgh, with ſuch directions 
for the opening or ſhutting the ports, as the return 
of the prices ſhall authorize, in each particular ſpecies 
of grain. | | 


IX. That the ports ſhall be open or ſhut, for im- 
portation or exportation, as the caſe may be, for three 
months together. 


The meeting having taken the report of their Com- 
mittee under conſideration, together with Mr. Er- 
{kine's calculations, they requeſted of that Gentleman 
to allow them to be printed; which he having agreed 
to, — They RESOLVED, That this great national ob- 
ject required the conſideration of the country at large, 
and recommended to Mr. Macdouall to cauſe print 
copies of theſe minutes, and to tranſmit one copy to 
each of the Repreſentatives for Scotland, in both Hou- 
ſes of Parliament, and to the Convener of every 
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county, requeſting that they will take the proper op- 
portunity of laying theſe propoſitions before their re- 
ſpective conſtituents, for their 1 88 this im- 


portant ſubjcet. 


The Meeting beg leave to ſuggeſt to their fellow-ci- 


tizens in Scotland, that, if they ſhall not find ſuffi- 


cient leiſure, at their reſpective meetings, to conſider 
this matter with that deliberate attention which the 
ſubje& certainly deſerves, that it would be proper to 


_ appoint a ſmall Committee of their number to meet 


at Edinburgh, in November next ; with powers to 
correſpond with Mr. Macdouall, and the other Re- 


preſentatives in Parliament for Scotland, upon this 


ſubject. 


(Signed) R. DUN DAs, Preſes. 
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An ACCOUNT of the PRICE of GRAIN, on an Ayerage 
of twenty-one Years, 


The Average-price of Grain for twenty-one years; from 1756 to 1776, both incluſive, by the 
Haddington Fiars, and an Average, of the ſame time, of the monthly Market-prices at Had- 
dington, as publithed in the Scots Magazine, monthly the year computed from November 
to November, as that is the firſt month the new crop can be ſuppoſed to affe& the market : 
and likewiſe an Account of the Edinburgh Fiars for the fame time, and the Retail-prices of 
Meal in the Edinburgh Market, as publiſhed monthly in the Magazine, colleQed by a Gentle- 
man in 1777. 


PRICE per Bot I. 


Wheat. Bear. | Oats: Meal. 
| b . d. 3. di 
Haddington Market prices, — — — | 19 65. | 15 382. | 12 958. 
Ditto Fiars, — — — 18 ors 14 5+ | 12 37 
Market- price exceeds Fiars by  — — —— | o ges- 1 02 | o 541 
Haddington Market-prices, (as above) — — 19 Ors: 1 I 82, | 12 9 r 
Edinburgh Retail-price of Meal, — — — 5 — 14 45 
Edinburgh Fiars, — — — — 118 8. % 0% rinnt 13 7 
Haddington Market-prices exceed Edinburgh Fiars by — oO 10 1 0 0% | 
Exceſs of Retail-price of Meal in Edinburgh Market a- | 
bove the Fiars, — 1 — 4 — . 


Average. price of Grain for twenty-one years, of different Counties in the North, Eaſt, and Weſt, 
reduced to the Standard or Linlithgow Meaſure. 


LE ADS Sb | Wheat. Bear. - | Oats, 1 Meal, 
| „„ „„ „ — 
1. Aberdeen, — — —— — 14 q 12 87 | 10 Bf, 12 10 fr 
77) ...... ͤ ß, 
3. Forfar, — — — — 1:16: 12 2, | 10:10 12 4 
t.. ̃ . ——. To 18235 1 14 3%} nt bg | = 
5 Stirling, — — UTE IKEA n 16 4 13 3rs | > a 2 12 112 
6. Ayr, — — — — M,, / ·—r;ÜsQD 13 7 
1J1%r ß ß ññ r ol 0 od 
8. Lanark, — — _— mas ood on „CCC 744 1.13 . 23S 
9. Renfrew, — — — m_ "ww 8 ĩ +26 46 
10. Edinburgh, — — 8 . 1 4rs | 13 1% ii gfe 3 7 
Average of theſe ten Counties, —— — — | 17 3rs | 12 Irs | 10 812 | 13 242 
Edinburgh Fiars exceed the Average oftheſe ten Counties by. 3 i& 1-0 tots E r G as 


e of Grain for twenty-one years, of different Counties in the North, Faſt, and Weſt, 
reduced to the Standard or Linlithgow Meaſure 


FVV Wheat. | Bear. 


Oats... | Meal. 
| | J. d. J. d. 4. d. 45 d. 
1. Aberdeen, — — — — 14 Irs 12 8% [10 84 12 104+ 
2. Banff, | — — — — 16 115 12 11 | 10 7 Ei 
3. Haddington, e . — — 18 272 14 25% 11 — — 
A+ Ayr, OI e 8 e e 20 17 10 | 2711 8 1 13 7 
5. Dumbarton, —?h)d: — — — 13 43 | = — 13 11 
6. Lanark, g e e 5 . 12 25: 10 7272 13 277 
7. Commiſſariot of Glaſgow, —— — — — — 1 ow on 14 92: 
8. Renfrew, — — — — — „ n 144 ic 
9. Edinburgh, — — — — | 18 4 Ur | 13 10 ti of 1.13 7 
* Py : | | — 
Average of theſe nine Counties, — — — 17 6 12 i 10 972 2 
Edinburgh Fiars exceed the Average of theſe nine Countiesby | o 9124 © o. | 1 Ors 1353 


Average: price of Grain for twenty-one years of different Comics | in the North, Eaſt, and Weſt, 
reduced to the Standard or Linlithgow Meaſure. 


DA Boi; KH | Wheat. | Bear. 
„ 4. -#h 

1. Aberdeen, — — — — 14 1 11 $:& 
2. Banff, — — — — 16 11 r | 12 115 
3. Haddington, — — — — 18 23> 14 2% 
4. Ayr, — — — — 20 ITX | 10 255 
5. Dumfries, — — — — 19 0% 12 tr 
6. Dumbarton, — — — — u — — 1141 
7. Lanark, — — — — — 12 27 
8. Commilfariot of Glaſgow, —- — =—— | — — 12 11 
. Renfrew, —— — — — — | 14 3 

10. Edinburgh, — — — — 18 47 | 13 10 
Average of theſe ten Counties, —— —— —— | 17 gfx | 12 8 r 

Edinburgh Fiars exceed the Averageof theſe ten Counties by | o 7& | 1 1H | 
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